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LECTURE TOPIC: TYPES OF WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS.   
METHODS OF WORKING ON COHERENT SPEECH
                                                                        Number of Hours: 2 hours

KEY QUESTIONS:

1. Written assignments and their types.
2. Characteristics of written assignments.
3. The concept of coherent speech.
4. Specific features of developing coherent speech.

KEY WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS:

             Methodology, coherent speech, written assignments, explanatory note, accuracy, clarity, logical sequence, linguistic means, semantic unity, logical coherence, structural organisation, grammatical cohesion, speech culture, communicative competence, development of skills, language education, oral and written discourse, formation of communicative competence.

GLOSSARY
	Word (term) in English 
	Word (term) in Russian
	Interpretation of Terms and Word Combinations


	Methodology
	методика
	a system of principles, methods, and techniques used to organise and improve the teaching and learning process

	Coherent speech
	связная речь
	meaningful and logically organised speech in which sentences are interconnected and express a complete idea

	Written assignments 
	письменные
работы
	tasks completed in written form to develop language skills, consolidate knowledge, and assess students’ learning outcomes

	Explanatory note
	объяснительная
записка
	a written document that provides explanations, clarifications, or additional information about a particular matter

	Accuracy
	точность    

	the correct and precise use of vocabulary, grammatical structures, spelling, and punctuation in oral or written communication

	Clarity


	ясность

	the quality of expressing ideas in a clear and understandable manner

	Logical sequence
	логическая последовательность

	the orderly presentation of ideas, events, or information according to their logical or chronological relationships

	Linguistic means
	языковые средства
	words, grammatical structures, linking expressions, and other language resources used to convey meaning

	Semantic unity
	смысловое единство

	the quality of a text in which all its parts are related to a common topic and contribute to the expression of its main idea

	Logical coherence
	логическая связность, 

	the meaningful connection between ideas and statements that ensures the logical development of a text

	Structural organisation
	структурная организация

	the arrangement of a text into logically connected parts, such as an introduction, a main body, and a conclusion

	[bookmark: _Hlk241157146]Grammatical cohesion
	грамматическая связанность


	the connection between parts of a text established through grammatical devices, including pronouns, conjunctions, and other grammatical structures

	Speech culture
	культура речи

	the ability to use language correctly, appropriately, clearly, and effectively in accordance with communicative situations and accepted language norms

	Communicative competence 
	коммуникативная
компетентность
	the ability to use language effectively and appropriately in different communicative situations

	Formation


	формирование 


	the purposeful process of developing knowledge, skills, abilities, competencies, and personal qualities through organized educational activities

	Development of skills
	развитие навыков

	the process of improving students’ abilities through systematic practice, instruction, and feedback

	Language education
	языковое образование,

	the process of developing learners’ linguistic knowledge and their ability to use a language in oral and written communication

	Oral and written discourse 
	устная и письменная речь, 

	the use of language in spoken and written forms to communicate information, express ideas, and achieve specific communicative purposes

	Formation of communicative competence
	формирование коммуникативной компетенции.

	the educational process through which learners develop the knowledge and skills necessary for effective and appropriate communication









1. KEY QUESTION:

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND THEIR TYPES

Written assignments constitute an essential component of teaching the Russian language. They contribute to the development of students’ linguistic knowledge, communicative competence, spelling and punctuation skills, and ability to express ideas clearly and coherently in written form. They also provide opportunities to consolidate theoretical knowledge, develop independent thinking, and assess learning outcomes.
The principal types of written assignments used in teaching the Russian language include dictations, written exercises, expositions, summaries, compositions, essays, written analyses, and creative writing tasks. Each type has specific instructional objectives and contributes to the development of particular language skills.
Written tests and examinations are assessment tools designed to evaluate students’ knowledge and practical language skills. They may include tasks involving spelling, punctuation, grammar, vocabulary, sentence construction, text analysis, and written expression. Depending on the learning objectives, students may be required to apply previously acquired knowledge, analyse linguistic phenomena, or produce independent written texts.
Written exercises are designed to consolidate theoretical knowledge and develop practical skills in the use of the Russian language. They may focus on spelling, punctuation, grammatical structures, vocabulary, word formation, sentence construction, and the correct use of linguistic units in context. Written exercises may be reproductive, transformative, or creative. Reproductive exercises require students to apply previously learned rules, transformative exercises involve modifying linguistic structures, and creative exercises encourage students to construct their own sentences and texts.
A dictation is a type of written assignment in which students record a text dictated by the teacher or presented through an audio recording. It is primarily intended to develop spelling and punctuation skills, reinforce grammatical knowledge, and improve students’ ability to perceive and reproduce linguistic material accurately.
Depending on its purpose and method of implementation, dictation may be classified as vocabulary, explanatory, selective, control, or creative dictation. Vocabulary dictation focuses on the correct spelling of words; explanatory dictation involves explaining spelling or punctuation choices; selective dictation requires students to record only specified linguistic units; control dictation assesses the level of acquired skills; and creative dictation encourages students to modify or extend the text in accordance with a particular task.
An exposition is a written assignment in which students reproduce the content of a text they have heard or read while preserving its main idea, essential information, and logical structure. Depending on the instructional objectives, an exposition may be detailed, concise, or selective.
A detailed exposition requires students to convey the content of the original text relatively fully. A concise exposition involves selecting the essential information and omitting secondary details. A selective exposition focuses on a particular aspect or episode of the source text.
Writing an exposition develops students’ comprehension, memory, vocabulary, and ability to distinguish between essential and secondary information. It also teaches them to organise ideas logically and convey the content of a text accurately in their own words.
A composition is a type of written work in which students express their thoughts on a given topic on the basis of their knowledge, observations, personal experiences, or the material studied. Compositions may be descriptive, narrative, or reflective. They may be based on a picture, a series of pictures, a literary work, a classroom discussion, or a particular communicative situation.
The preparation of a composition develops students’ ability to formulate ideas independently, construct connected sentences, organise information in                          a logical sequence, and select appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures.                It also contributes to the development of creative thinking and written communication skills.
An essay is a written work in which students formulate and substantiate their own position on a particular issue. It generally includes an introduction presenting the topic, a main body containing arguments and supporting examples, and                                a conclusion summarising the principal ideas.
Unlike assignments that primarily require the reproduction of previously studied material, an essay encourages independent reasoning, critical analysis, interpretation, and argumentation. It develops students’ ability to express personal opinions, support claims with relevant evidence, and construct logically coherent texts.
A summary is a concise written presentation of the main ideas and essential information contained in a text. Its purpose is to convey the central content without reproducing every detail of the original.
Preparing a summary requires students to identify the main idea, distinguish essential information from secondary details, eliminate unnecessary repetition, and present the selected information in a concise and logically organised form. These skills are important for academic reading, independent learning, and the development of written communication.
Written linguistic analysis involves the examination of linguistic units and phenomena, including words, phrases, sentences, grammatical forms, and stylistic devices. Depending on the learning objectives, students may perform lexical, morphological, syntactic, or stylistic analysis.
Such assignments deepen students’ understanding of the structure and functioning of the Russian language. They also develop the ability to identify linguistic phenomena, explain their characteristics, apply theoretical knowledge, and justify analytical conclusions.
Creative writing assignments include continuing an unfinished story, composing a narrative based on pictures, creating dialogues, describing events, writing letters, and producing original texts on specified topics. These tasks encourage students to use language independently and creatively in meaningful communicative situations.
Creative writing helps students expand their vocabulary, apply grammatical knowledge in context, develop their imagination, and acquire the ability to adapt their language to a particular purpose and audience.
The effectiveness of written assignments depends on their correspondence                    to the instructional objectives, students’ level of language proficiency, and the content of the material being studied. The teacher should select tasks systematically, provide clear instructions, establish appropriate criteria for assessment, and organise feedback and error correction.
Particular attention should be paid to the relationship between linguistic accuracy and communicative effectiveness. Students should learn not only to write correctly but also to express their ideas clearly, maintain semantic unity, establish logical connections between sentences, and construct coherent texts.
Thus, written assignments perform educational, developmental, and assessment functions in teaching the Russian language. Their systematic use contributes to the formation of communicative competence, the improvement of written expression, and the development of students’ ability to produce meaningful, grammatically correct, and logically organised texts.

CONTROL QUESTIONS

1. What are written assignments, and what role do they play in teaching the Russian language?
2. What are the principal types of written assignments used in language education?
3. What are the main instructional objectives of written tests and examinations?
4. What is a dictation, and what types of dictation are used in teaching the Russian language?
5. What is the difference between a detailed, concise, and selective exposition?
6. What skills do students develop through writing compositions and essays?
7. What is the principal purpose of a summary?
8. What role does written linguistic analysis play in language education?
9. How do creative writing assignments contribute to the development of students’ communicative competence?
10. What criteria should teachers consider when evaluating students’ written assignments?

2. KEY QUESTION:

CHARACTERISTICS OF WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

Written assignments constitute an essential component of the educational process in higher education. They provide opportunities for students to demonstrate their understanding of theoretical concepts, develop analytical and critical thinking, organize information systematically, and communicate ideas in a coherent and academically appropriate manner. In contrast to oral communication, written expression requires deliberate planning, careful selection of linguistic means, and systematic revision of the text. Consequently, the quality of a written assignment depends not only on the accuracy of the information presented but also on the logical organization of ideas, the appropriateness of the language used, and the degree of independence demonstrated by the author. In contemporary higher education, particular importance is attached to the development of written communication skills, since they are closely associated with academic achievement, research competence, and future professional activity. Students are expected to formulate ideas precisely, substantiate their statements with relevant evidence, maintain logical consistency, and comply with the conventions of academic communication. Therefore, the ability to produce well-structured and linguistically accurate written assignments should be regarded as an integral component of professional and intellectual development.
1. The Concept and Significance of Written Work. Written work may be defined as a purposeful form of written speech activity through which an individual communicates information, expresses ideas, analyzes problems, and presents conclusions in accordance with a particular communicative objective and established requirements. It represents the result of a complex intellectual process involving the selection, organization, interpretation, and linguistic formulation of information. The distinctive nature of written communication lies in the relative independence of the text from the immediate communicative situation. Unlike oral interaction, in which the speaker can clarify an idea, respond to a question, or correct a misunderstanding, written communication generally requires the author to anticipate the reader’s possible interpretations. For this reason, a written text must possess sufficient semantic completeness, clarity, coherence, and precision.
The significance of written work in higher education is determined by several interrelated functions. First, it performs a cognitive function, enabling students to deepen their understanding of educational material, establish relationships between concepts, and develop analytical thinking. The process of writing encourages learners to reconsider the information they have acquired and to organize it into a logically consistent system.
Second, written work performs an educational and developmental function. Regular writing practice contributes to the development of independence, accuracy, concentration, responsibility, and the ability to formulate judgments on the basis of evidence. It also encourages students to evaluate the reliability of information and distinguish essential facts from secondary details.
Third, written assignments serve an assessment function, allowing teachers to determine the extent to which students have mastered the material, understood theoretical principles, and acquired the ability to apply knowledge in practical situations. The analysis of written work makes it possible to identify both the strengths of students’ academic performance and the areas requiring further improvement.
Finally, written communication has a significant professional function. In many professional contexts, specialists are required to prepare reports, analytical documents, methodological materials, research papers, and other forms of written communication.
For future teachers of the Russian language, the ability to produce accurate, coherent, and stylistically appropriate texts is particularly important, since their professional responsibilities include teaching writing, explaining linguistic norms, evaluating students’ written assignments, and developing learners’ communicative competence. Thus, written work should be understood not merely as a means of demonstrating acquired knowledge but also as an instrument of intellectual development, academic communication, and professional self-improvement.
2. Main Features of Written Works. The quality of a written assignment is determined by a combination of substantive, logical, structural, and linguistic characteristics. These characteristics are interdependent and collectively ensure the effectiveness of written communication. One of the principal features is thematic relevance. The content of a written assignment must correspond to the topic, objective, and requirements of the task. Every paragraph and argument should contribute to the development of the central idea. Unnecessary digressions, irrelevant examples, and excessive details weaken the unity of the text and reduce its communicative effectiveness.
Another essential characteristic is logical consistency. Ideas should be arranged in an order that reflects the development of the author’s reasoning. Each subsequent proposition should be meaningfully connected with the preceding one, while the transition between different aspects of the topic should be clear and justified. Logical consistency is particularly important in academic writing, where conclusions must follow from the arguments and evidence presented.
Coherence is closely related to logical consistency but primarily concerns the meaningful relationships between the elements of a text. A coherent written assignment presents its ideas as parts of a unified whole. This quality is achieved through the appropriate use of connecting expressions, thematic progression, references to previously introduced concepts, and the consistent development of the main argument.
Precision and clarity are equally important. Precision involves the accurate expression of meaning, while clarity ensures that the reader can understand the author’s ideas without unnecessary difficulty. In academic writing, terms should be used in accordance with their established meanings, and statements should avoid ambiguity. For example, instead of writing, “The method was useful in many ways”, an author may formulate the statement more precisely: “The method improved students’ ability to organize information and substantiate their written arguments.”
A further characteristic is argumentative validity. Academic statements should be supported by appropriate evidence, logical reasoning, factual information, or references to relevant sources. The author must demonstrate not only an understanding of the subject but also the ability to explain why a particular conclusion is justified. For instance, the statement that regular writing practice improves students’ language proficiency becomes more convincing when supported by an analysis of students’ written work, clearly identified assessment criteria, and relevant research findings.
Compositional completeness is another important feature. A written assignment should have a recognizable beginning, a logically developed main part, and an appropriate conclusion. The relationship between these elements ensures that the text develops in accordance with the author’s intention and achieves its communicative objective.
Finally, linguistic correctness requires compliance with the grammatical, lexical, orthographic, punctuation, and stylistic norms of the language. Errors may distort meaning, weaken the author’s argument, or make the text difficult to understand. In academic contexts, linguistic accuracy is therefore not merely a formal requirement but an essential condition for effective communication.
These characteristics should be considered in their unity. A text may contain valuable information but remain ineffective if its ideas are presented inconsistently or expressed inaccurately. Similarly, grammatical correctness alone does not guarantee academic quality if the content lacks relevance, coherence, or sufficient argumentation.
3. Structural and Compositional Organization of Written Work. The structure of a written assignment determines the arrangement of its constituent parts and the sequence in which the content is presented. A well-organized text enables the reader to follow the development of the author’s ideas, identify the central argument, and understand the relationship between individual sections.
Although the specific structure depends on the purpose, genre, and scope of the assignment, many educational and academic texts follow a general compositional pattern consisting of an introduction, a main body, and a conclusion.
The introduction establishes the context of the discussion and introduces the subject under consideration. Its primary purpose is to orient the reader, identify the central issue, and clarify the direction of the subsequent analysis. Depending on the nature of the assignment, the introduction may also explain the relevance of the topic, formulate the objective, define key concepts, or present the main argument. An effective introduction should be concise, informative, and directly related to the subject. It should not contain excessive background information or attempt                            to discuss every aspect of the topic before the main body. Instead, it should prepare the reader for the systematic development of the ideas that follow. For example,                  an introduction to an assignment on the role of digital resources in language education might begin by explaining the increasing importance of digital technologies in contemporary teaching and then identify the need to evaluate their pedagogical effectiveness.
The main body constitutes the central part of the written assignment.                         It develops the topic through explanations, descriptions, comparisons, analyses, examples, and arguments. The content should be organized into paragraphs                             or sections, each addressing a particular aspect of the subject. A well-developed paragraph generally contains a central idea, its explanation, and supporting information. The central idea establishes the focus of the paragraph, while explanations and examples clarify its meaning. Where appropriate, evidence and references to academic sources strengthen the argument. The sequence of paragraphs should reflect the logic of the discussion. For example, an assignment may proceed from general theoretical principles to specific examples, from the description of                      a problem to its analysis, or from the comparison of different perspectives to the formulation of a reasoned conclusion. Transitions between paragraphs are also essential. Expressions such as firstly, furthermore, however, in contrast, therefore, and as a result help establish relationships between ideas. Nevertheless, cohesive expressions should be used according to their actual meaning rather than inserted mechanically.
The conclusion summarizes the principal results of the discussion and demonstrates the extent to which the objective of the assignment has been achieved. It should follow logically from the preceding analysis and emphasize the most significant findings. An effective conclusion does not simply repeat sentences from the main body. Instead, it synthesizes the central ideas, establishes their significance, and, where appropriate, formulates a generalization or practical implication. New arguments that have not been examined in the main body should generally not be introduced at this stage. For instance, an assignment discussing the use of digital resources in language teaching might conclude that their educational value depends not only on technological accessibility but also on the relevance of the content, the quality of the methodological design, and the extent to which the resources support the intended learning outcomes.
The compositional organization of written work also involves the appropriate use of headings, subheadings, paragraph divisions, lists, tables, and other structural devices. These elements should facilitate comprehension rather than fragment the text unnecessarily.
It is important to recognize that the three-part structure is a general organizational principle rather than an inflexible requirement. Research articles, laboratory reports, analytical papers, and other specialized academic texts may require additional sections, such as a literature review, methodology, results, discussion, or references.
Thus, effective compositional organization ensures the unity of content, the logical progression of ideas, and the successful achievement of the communicative purpose.
4. Linguistic Features of Written Works. The linguistic characteristics of written work are determined by its communicative purpose, subject matter, intended readership, and genre. Academic writing generally requires a deliberate selection of vocabulary, grammatical structures, and cohesive devices that enable the author to express ideas accurately and systematically. One of the principal linguistic requirements is lexical precision. Words and expressions should convey the intended meaning and correspond to the subject under discussion. In academic texts, terminology plays a particularly important role because specialized concepts must be identified and interpreted consistently.
For example, in a discussion of language teaching, the terms competence, proficiency, methodology, and assessment should not be treated as interchangeable if the distinctions between them are relevant to the argument. Accurate terminology contributes to the conceptual clarity of the text and prevents misunderstandings. Another important feature is grammatical accuracy. The author should observe the rules governing sentence structure, agreement, tense, word order, and the use of grammatical forms. Complex sentences may be appropriate for expressing relationships between ideas, provided that their structure remains clear and comprehensible.
However, the use of complicated grammatical constructions does not necessarily indicate a high level of academic proficiency. Unnecessarily long sentences, excessive subordination, and overloaded clauses may obscure the meaning. Effective academic writing combines grammatical complexity with clarity and economy of expression
Stylistic appropriateness is equally significant. The choice of linguistic means should correspond to the purpose and context of communication. Academic writing generally favors precise formulations, objective reasoning, and a measured tone. Colloquial expressions, unjustified emotional evaluations, and vague statements should be avoided when they are inconsistent with the requirements of the assignment. 
Compare the following examples:
Informal formulation: “This teaching method is really good because students like it.” 
More appropriate academic formulation: “The effectiveness of this teaching method may be associated with its capacity to increase student engagement and support active participation in the learning process.”
The second formulation is more suitable for academic writing because                       it identifies a possible relationship between the teaching method and its educational outcomes without relying on an unsupported emotional evaluation.
Another characteristic is textual cohesion, which is achieved through linguistic means connecting sentences and paragraphs. These include conjunctions, introductory expressions, lexical repetition, synonyms, pronouns, and other reference devices.
For example, the expression however introduces a contrast, whereas therefore indicates a conclusion or consequence. The phrase in addition introduces supplementary information, while for example signals the illustration of a general proposition. Appropriate use of such expressions helps the reader follow the logical development of the text.
At the same time, cohesive devices should not be overused. Repeatedly beginning sentences with the same expressions may make the text monotonous. The author should select connecting words according to the semantic relationship between the propositions.
Conciseness and economy of expression also contribute to the quality of written work. These characteristics involve communicating the necessary information without unnecessary repetition, excessive wording, or irrelevant details. Conciseness, however, should not be confused with superficiality. An academic text must provide sufficient explanation and evidence to make its reasoning understandable and convincing.
Finally, written academic communication requires attention to orthographic and punctuation conventions. Correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and the consistent presentation of specialized terms contribute to the professional appearance of the text and support accurate interpretation. Consequently, the linguistic quality of written work depends on the balanced use of lexical, grammatical, stylistic, and textual resources. The principal objective is not to make a text unnecessarily complicated but to ensure that its language corresponds to the content, purpose, and conventions of academic communication.
5. The Relationship Between the Purpose and Genre of Written Work. The purpose of a written assignment determines its communicative orientation, while its genre establishes the conventions through which that purpose is realized. Although purpose and genre are closely related, they represent different aspects of written communication.
The purpose of a written work refers to the result the author intends to achieve. A text may be intended to inform, explain, describe, analyze, compare, evaluate, persuade, or report research findings. The identification of this purpose is essential because it determines what information should be included, how the material should be organized, and which linguistic means are most appropriate.
The genre of a written work refers to a relatively established form of communication characterized by particular conventions concerning content, structure, style, and the relationship between the author and the intended reader. Genre conventions help readers recognize the nature of a text and understand how its information should be interpreted. The relationship between purpose and genre can be illustrated by comparing several academic tasks. An assignment intended to explain a theoretical concept requires clear definitions, systematic clarification of the principal features, and relevant examples. Its organization should enable the reader to understand the concept and distinguish it from related phenomena.
A task intended to compare different approaches requires the identification of relevant criteria, the systematic examination of similarities and differences, and a reasoned evaluation of the results. Merely describing each approach separately is insufficient if the assignment requires an explicit comparison. An assignment intended to analyze a linguistic phenomenon should identify the phenomenon under consideration, establish the criteria for analysis, examine relevant linguistic material, and formulate conclusions supported by the evidence. In the context of philological education, such an assignment might involve the analysis of synonymy, phraseological units, word formation, or the stylistic functions of particular lexical items. A task intended to present research findings requires a clearly formulated research problem, an explanation of the methods employed, a systematic presentation of the results, and an interpretation of their significance. The structure should enable the reader to understand how the conclusions have been obtained. A task intended to justify a particular position requires a clearly stated thesis, relevant arguments, appropriate evidence, and consideration of possible objections where necessary. Persuasive academic writing should rely on logical reasoning rather than unsupported assertions or emotional appeals.
The relationship between purpose and genre also influences linguistic choices. An explanatory text may require definitions and illustrative examples, whereas an argumentative text depends more heavily on logical connectors, evaluative formulations, and expressions indicating the relationship between claims and evidence. A research report, in turn, requires precise terminology and a transparent presentation of procedures and findings.
Nevertheless, genre conventions should not be interpreted as rigid formulas. The organization of a particular text may vary according to the discipline, institutional requirements, intended readership, and complexity of the subject. What remains essential is the correspondence between the communicative purpose, the selected genre, the structure of the text, and the linguistic means employed.
For students, understanding this relationship provides a practical basis for planning written assignments. Before beginning to write, they should identify the task, determine the intended result, establish the expected genre, and clarify the formal requirements. This preliminary analysis reduces the likelihood of irrelevant content, inappropriate structure, and discrepancies between the assignment and the final text.
Thus, successful written communication requires not only knowledge of language but also an understanding of how communicative objectives shape the organization and expression of academic content.
6. Requirements for the Quality of Written Work. The quality of written work is assessed on the basis of a set of interrelated criteria that reflect the substantive value, logical organization, linguistic accuracy, and academic integrity of the text. These criteria should be applied in accordance with the purpose, genre, and level of complexity of the assignment. The first requirement is compliance with the task. The written work must address the assigned topic and achieve the intended objective. Even a well-written text may be considered unsuccessful if it does not respond directly to the question or fails to address the principal problem.
The second requirement is substantive completeness. The author should include sufficient information to explain the topic, develop the argument, and substantiate the conclusions. The material should be relevant and proportionate to the scope of the assignment. Excessive details that do not contribute to the central objective should be excluded, while essential aspects of the problem should not be overlooked.
The third requirement is logical organization and coherence. The ideas should be presented in a meaningful sequence, paragraphs should have clearly identifiable functions, and the transitions between sections should be justified. The conclusion must follow from the preceding discussion rather than introduce an unrelated or unsupported judgment.
The fourth requirement is the validity of arguments and conclusions. Statements requiring justification should be supported by appropriate evidence, examples, theoretical propositions, or research findings. The author should distinguish established facts from personal interpretations and avoid drawing conclusions that exceed the available evidence. The fifth requirement is linguistic accuracy. The text should comply with the relevant lexical, grammatical, orthographic, punctuation, and stylistic norms. Revision and proofreading are important stages of the writing process because they help identify errors, eliminate unnecessary repetition, and improve the clarity of expression. The sixth requirement is independence and academic integrity. Students should demonstrate their own understanding of the subject and contribute an independent analysis appropriate to the task. When information, ideas, or direct quotations from other authors are used, the relevant sources must be acknowledged in accordance with the applicable citation requirements. Accurate referencing allows readers to identify the origins of information and distinguish the author’s contribution from the work of other researchers.
The seventh requirement is formal consistency. The written assignment should comply with the applicable requirements concerning headings, paragraph formatting, citation style, references, tables, illustrations, and other elements of presentation. These requirements may differ between educational institutions and types of academic work; therefore, students should follow the instructions established for the particular assignment. An additional requirement is the author’s ability to revise the text critically. Effective writing involves several stages: planning, drafting, reviewing, editing, and proofreading. During revision, the author evaluates the relevance and sufficiency of the content, the sequence of arguments, the coherence of paragraphs, and the effectiveness of the overall composition. Editing focuses more specifically on the precision of formulations, grammatical correctness, punctuation, and stylistic appropriateness. For example, when reviewing an analytical assignment, a student should determine whether the central question has been answered, whether the evidence supports the principal claims, whether the paragraphs follow a logical sequence, and whether the conclusion reflects the analysis actually presented. This procedure encourages a responsible attitude toward the quality of the final text.
Teachers also play an important role in developing students’ writing skills. Assessment should be based on transparent criteria and, where appropriate, accompanied by constructive feedback. Comments should identify not only errors but also the reasons for them and possible ways of improving the text. Such an approach enables students to recognize recurring difficulties, develop self-assessment skills, and gradually assume greater responsibility for their academic performance.
In philological education, particular attention should be paid to the unity of content and linguistic form. Students must demonstrate both an understanding of the subject matter and the ability to express that understanding through accurate, coherent, and stylistically appropriate language. The development of these abilities is especially important for future teachers of the Russian language, who will be expected to evaluate written texts and help school learners improve their own writing.
In conclusion, the quality of written work depends on the coordinated application of substantive, logical, structural, linguistic, and ethical requirements. Compliance with these requirements makes written communication more effective and contributes to the development of students’ academic independence, analytical competence, and professional readiness.
Written assignments occupy an important place in higher education because they integrate the acquisition of knowledge, the development of intellectual abilities, and the formation of academic and professional communication skills. Their educational value extends beyond the assessment of learning outcomes: the process of writing encourages students to analyze information, organize ideas, formulate arguments, and draw reasoned conclusions. The principal characteristics of high-quality written work include thematic relevance, logical consistency, coherence, precision, argumentative validity, compositional completeness, and linguistic correctness. These characteristics operate in close interaction and determine whether the author can communicate the intended meaning clearly and convincingly.
The structural organization of written work provides a framework for the development of ideas. The introduction establishes the subject and purpose, the main body presents and substantiates the central propositions, and the conclusion synthesizes the principal findings. The specific organization may vary according to the genre and communicative objective of the assignment.
Linguistic competence is equally important. Appropriate vocabulary, grammatical accuracy, stylistic consistency, effective cohesive devices, and correct spelling and punctuation contribute to the clarity and professional quality of the text. At the same time, effective academic writing requires a balance between precision and conciseness, as well as between linguistic complexity and comprehensibility.
The purpose and genre of a written assignment determine its content, organization, and linguistic characteristics. Therefore, students should analyze the requirements of a task before beginning to write and select an appropriate strategy for presenting the material. The quality of the final text also depends on the validity of its arguments, the independence of the author’s reasoning, the accurate acknowledgment of sources, and the systematic revision of the manuscript.
Consequently, the development of written communication skills should be regarded as a continuous educational process. Mastery of the principles governing written assignments enables students to improve their academic performance, strengthen their research competence, and prepare for the demands of future professional activity.
For future teachers of the Russian language, these skills have particular significance because the ability to create, analyze, and evaluate written texts constitutes an essential element of their professional competence. A systematic approach to written work therefore contributes to the development of linguistic accuracy, intellectual independence, academic responsibility, and a high level of professional communication.

CONTROL QUESTIONS

1. What is written work, and what functions does it perform in higher education?
2. What are the principal characteristics of a high-quality written assignment?
3. What are the main structural components of written work, and what functions do they perform?
4. What linguistic features contribute to the clarity and accuracy of academic writing?
5. How does the purpose of a written assignment influence its genre, structure, and language?
6. What criteria should be considered when evaluating the quality of written work?
7. Why are academic integrity, accurate referencing, and independent reasoning essential in written assignments?
8. What stages of the writing process help improve the quality of the final text?

3. KEY QUESTION:

THE CONCEPT OF COHERENT SPEECH

Coherent speech is a meaningful, extended utterance consisting of logically interconnected sentences that ensure effective communication and mutual understanding between people. According to S. L. Rubinstein, the coherence of speech is determined by the extent to which the speaker’s or writer’s thoughts are expressed in a form that can be understood by the listener or reader. Consequently, the principal characteristic of coherent speech is its comprehensibility to the recipient.
Coherent speech reflects the essential aspects of the subject matter being communicated and presents them in a logically organised manner. A lack of coherence may arise for two principal reasons: either the relationships between the elements of the subject matter have not been adequately understood and represented in the speaker’s thought, or these relationships have not been appropriately expressed through linguistic means.
In language-teaching methodology, the term coherent speech is used in several senses:
· as a process and activity of the speaker or writer;
· as the product of this activity, namely, a text or an extended utterance;
· as a specific area of educational work aimed at developing students’ speech.
The principal function of coherent speech is communicative. It is realised in two fundamental forms: dialogic speech and monologic speech. Each form has distinctive characteristics that determine the specific approaches and methods used in its development. Dialogic and monologic speech differ in their communicative purposes, linguistic organisation, and psychological foundations.
Dialogic Speech. Dialogic speech is a particularly vivid manifestation of the communicative function of language. It is generally regarded as one of the primary and most natural forms of linguistic interaction and represents a fundamental means of verbal communication.
The defining characteristic of dialogue is the alternation of speaking and listening between two or more interlocutors. Each participant responds to the other’s statements, asks questions, expresses opinions, and contributes to the development of the conversation.
In dialogue, interlocutors usually share knowledge of the situation and the subject under discussion. Therefore, they do not always need to formulate their thoughts in complete detail. Oral dialogue occurs within a particular communicative situation and is frequently accompanied by gestures, facial expressions, and intonation. These contextual and non-verbal factors influence its linguistic organisation. As a result, dialogic utterances may be incomplete, abbreviated, or fragmentary without losing their communicative effectiveness.
Dialogic speech is characterised by colloquial vocabulary and phraseology, brevity, syntactic incompleteness, occasional interruptions, and relatively limited preliminary planning. It frequently employs simple sentences and compound or complex constructions, including asyndetic structures. Its coherence is established jointly by the interlocutors through their questions, responses, clarifications, and references to the preceding remarks.
Another important characteristic of dialogue is its spontaneity and reactivity. Participants must understand the contributions of others and formulate appropriate responses within the changing circumstances of communication. Dialogue also commonly involves speech patterns, conventional expressions, communicative formulas, and familiar phrases associated with particular everyday situations.
L. P. Yakubinsky drew attention to the importance of conventional speech forms in everyday communication. Such expressions facilitate interaction, reduce the effort required to formulate utterances, and help interlocutors maintain the continuity of a conversation.
Monologic Speech. Monologic speech is an extended, logically organised utterance produced by one speaker and generally characterised by a relatively complete presentation of ideas. Unlike ordinary dialogue, it does not necessarily require an immediate response from the listener. It may take the form of a narrative, description, explanation, report, or argument.
Monologic speech usually has a more elaborate structure because the speaker is responsible for organising the content, maintaining the logical sequence of ideas, and ensuring that the utterance is understandable without constant assistance from an interlocutor. It often communicates information that the audience does not already possess and therefore requires more detailed explanation.
The production of a monologue involves preliminary planning, the selection of relevant information, and the organisation of thoughts into a coherent sequence. The speaker must identify the central idea, determine the order in which information should be presented, and choose appropriate linguistic means to express it accurately.
Non-verbal means, including gestures, facial expressions, and intonation, also contribute to the effectiveness of monologic speech. Nevertheless, its comprehensibility depends primarily on the linguistic organisation of the utterance. Expressiveness, emotional involvement, and appropriate intonation may enhance the impact of the message.
Monologic speech is generally characterised by a more elaborated presentation of ideas, semantic completeness, logical progression, and a clearly identifiable conclusion. Depending on its purpose and genre, it may employ literary vocabulary, formal expressions, complex syntactic constructions, and a wider range of cohesive devices, including conjunctions, introductory expressions, lexical repetition, and pronouns.
Unlike dialogue, in which coherence is maintained through the contributions of several participants, the speaker in a monologue bears primary responsibility for the organisation and continuity of the utterance.
The Relationship Between Dialogic and Monologic Speech.
Dialogic and monologic speech also differ in their motivating factors. 
Monologic speech is primarily stimulated by the speaker’s internal communicative intentions. The speaker independently determines the content of the utterance, selects the linguistic means, and organises the presentation of information.
Dialogic speech, by contrast, is stimulated by both internal and external factors. These include the communicative situation, the interlocutor’s questions and remarks, and the need to respond to the changing course of interaction.
Because of its greater demands on planning, logical organisation, and independent linguistic expression, monologic speech is often regarded as a more complex and highly organised form of speech. Its development therefore requires systematic and purposeful educational work. The research of L. V. Shcherba and                 A. A. Leontiev is relevant to the study of speech activity and the processes involved in the production of utterances.
Despite their differences, dialogue and monologue are closely interconnected. In actual communication, a dialogue may contain extended monologic passages, while a monologue may include elements that anticipate or respond to the listener’s possible reactions.
For example, during a classroom discussion, a student may answer a teacher’s question briefly and then provide an extended explanation consisting of several logically connected sentences. In this case, the dialogue incorporates a monologic passage.
Communication frequently combines short dialogic exchanges with longer utterances that provide information, introduce additional arguments, or clarify previously expressed ideas. Yakubinsky emphasised the existence of intermediate forms between dialogue and monologue. One such form is an organised conversation, in which participants exchange relatively extended remarks and demonstrate greater deliberation than in spontaneous everyday interaction.
When the participants prepare their contributions in advance, such interaction may be described as prepared dialogue.
Situational and Contextual Speech. Coherent speech may also be classified as situational speech or contextual speech, depending on the extent to which its meaning depends on the immediate communicative situation.
Situational speech is closely connected with a specific visual or practical situation. The meaning of an utterance may not be fully expressed through linguistic forms alone and can be understood only by taking the surrounding circumstances into account. Speakers frequently use gestures, facial expressions, demonstrative pronouns, and other context-dependent expressions.
For example, a child may say, “Put it there,” while pointing to a particular object and location. The utterance is understandable to someone who can see the situation, but it may be unclear to a person who has no access to that context.
Contextual speech, in contrast, is organised so that its meaning can be understood primarily from the linguistic content of the utterance itself. The speaker must express the necessary information explicitly and establish meaningful connections between sentences without relying excessively on visual circumstances or shared immediate experience.
For example, instead of saying, “Put it there,” a speaker might say, “Please place the book on the upper shelf next to the window.” The second utterance provides sufficient linguistic information for the listener to understand the intended action without seeing the speaker’s gesture.
Situational speech is frequently associated with everyday conversation, whereas contextual speech is particularly important in extended explanations, narratives, descriptions, and other forms of monologic communication. However, these associations are not absolute.
As D. B. Elkonin emphasised, it would be incorrect to identify dialogic speech exclusively with situational speech and monologic speech exclusively with contextual speech. A monologue may also depend on a particular situation, while dialogue can be sufficiently explicit to be understood without direct reference to the immediate environment.
Colloquial Speech and the Development of Coherent Speech in Children. An important aspect of understanding coherent speech is the concept of colloquial speech. In the process of language acquisition, children become familiar with the colloquial style, which is commonly realised through everyday communication and is particularly characteristic of dialogue. Monologic utterances in the colloquial style also occur, although they generally require a greater degree of independent organisation.
In pedagogical literature, considerable attention is devoted to the development of coherent monologic speech because it requires children to formulate ideas independently, organise information logically, and produce extended utterances. Nevertheless, mastery of dialogic communication is equally important for successful social interaction.
Dialogue enables children to ask questions, respond to others, express their needs, negotiate meaning, and participate in collective activities. It also develops their ability to listen attentively, take conversational turns, and adapt their utterances to the communicative situation.
The preschool education curriculum therefore provides for the development of both dialogic and monologic speech. These forms complement one another and contribute to children’s overall communicative competence.
The development of coherent speech occupies a central position in the system of speech-development work in preschool education. Teaching coherent speech can be considered both an educational objective in its own right and a means of facilitating the practical acquisition of language.
On the one hand, children need to master vocabulary, pronunciation, grammatical structures, and the rules governing the construction of sentences in order to produce coherent utterances. On the other hand, systematic work on coherent speech encourages children to use familiar words and grammatical constructions independently and purposefully in different communicative situations.
Coherent speech reflects a child’s achievements in mastering the principal components of their native language, including its sound system, vocabulary, and grammatical structure. The ability to construct an extended utterance demonstrates not merely knowledge of individual linguistic elements but also the ability to combine them into a meaningful whole.
Psychologists emphasise the close relationship between speech and intellectual development, which becomes particularly evident in the production of coherent utterances. F. A. Sokhin highlighted the reciprocal relationship between the development of thinking and the development of speech: as children learn to express their thoughts, they also improve their ability to organise and clarify those thoughts.
Coherent speech also performs essential social functions. It enables children to establish relationships with others, communicate their intentions, participate in collective activities, and understand the expectations governing social interaction. Through verbal communication, children gradually develop the ability to regulate their behaviour, resolve disagreements, and participate more effectively in the life of their social environment.
Furthermore, the development of coherent speech contributes to children’s aesthetic development. Retelling literary works, describing events, composing stories, and creating original narratives enrich children’s vocabulary, develop their sense of language, and improve the imagery and expressiveness of their utterances. These activities also encourage imagination, creativity, and an appreciation of literary expression.
Thus, coherent speech is a complex linguistic and psychological phenomenon that integrates vocabulary, grammar, logical thinking, and communicative intention. The systematic development of both dialogic and monologic speech is essential for children’s linguistic, intellectual, social, and aesthetic development. In preschool education, purposeful work on coherent speech provides an important foundation for further language learning and successful communication.

CONTROL QUESTIONS

1. What is coherent speech, and what is its principal characteristic?
2. In what senses is the term coherent speech used in language-teaching methodology?
3. What are the principal differences between dialogic and monologic speech?
4. What linguistic and psychological characteristics are typical of dialogic speech?
5. What are the main characteristics of monologic speech, and why does its development require systematic educational work?
6. How are dialogic and monologic speech interconnected in the process of communication?
7. What is the difference between situational speech and contextual speech?
8. What role does the development of coherent speech play in children’s linguistic, intellectual, social, and aesthetic development?
4. KEY QUESTION:

SPECIFIC FEATURES OF DEVELOPING COHERENT SPEECH

Speech is one of the most important means of human communication, enabling individuals to exchange information, express thoughts and feelings, and convey their attitudes towards the surrounding world. In the process of speech activity, linguistic units belonging to different levels of language are combined in accordance with a particular communicative purpose. One of the most complex forms of verbal expression is coherent speech, which involves the meaningful, logically organised, and structurally complete presentation of information.
Coherent speech plays a significant role in both oral and written communication. Through coherent utterances, individuals convey not merely isolated facts but an integrated system of ideas, establishing causal, temporal, spatial, and other relationships between the phenomena being discussed. Consequently, the ability to construct coherent utterances is an important indicator of speech culture and communicative competence. The study of the specific features of coherent speech is particularly relevant to language education because learners must acquire the ability to express their thoughts accurately, consistently, and appropriately in different communicative situations. Developing these skills requires an understanding of the principles governing textual organisation, the linguistic means of cohesion, and the methods of constructing different types of utterances.
1. The Concept of Coherent Speech. Coherent speech is an organised sequence of utterances united by a common topic, semantic integrity, logical progression, and appropriate linguistic connections. Unlike isolated sentences, a coherent text presents information as a meaningful whole and fulfils a particular communicative intention. The text is a fundamental form in which coherent speech is realised. Its unity depends on the relationship between content, structure, and linguistic expression. Individual sentences are connected through lexical and grammatical means, including repetition of key words, pronouns, synonyms, conjunctions, introductory expressions, and syntactic constructions. Two closely related concepts are essential to understanding textual organisation: cohesion and coherence.
Cohesion refers to the linguistic devices that connect individual sentences and parts of a text. These devices establish formal relationships between its elements and help readers or listeners follow the development of information.
Coherence refers to the semantic and logical unity of a text. It enables the recipient to understand how individual statements relate to the central topic and to one another.
For example, the use of pronouns and conjunctions may establish cohesion, while the logical development of an argument and the relevance of each statement contribute to coherence. Effective communication generally requires both.
2. The Main Characteristics of Coherent Speech. Coherent speech possesses several interrelated characteristics that determine its communicative effectiveness. The first is semantic integrity. All parts of an utterance should be related to a common topic and contribute to the realisation of a particular communicative intention. Each subsequent sentence should develop, supplement, explain, or clarify the information presented earlier. The second characteristic is logical sequence. Ideas must be arranged in an order that reflects the relationships between the events, facts, or arguments being discussed. Depending on the content, this sequence may be chronological, causal, spatial, or argumentative. A disruption of logical order can create semantic gaps and make the message difficult to understand.
The third characteristic is structural organisation. The composition of a coherent utterance depends on its type and purpose. A narrative generally presents the development of events; a description identifies an object and its characteristics; and reasoning develops a proposition through arguments and conclusions.
Another important characteristic is lexical and grammatical cohesion. Sentences are connected through the repetition of key words, pronouns, synonyms, conjunctions, connective expressions, and grammatical structures. The appropriate use of these devices helps maintain continuity and prevents the text from becoming fragmented.
Accuracy and clarity are also essential. The speaker or writer should select words that express the intended meaning precisely and formulate statements that can be understood without unnecessary difficulty. Ambiguous vocabulary, inappropriate terminology, and poorly constructed sentences may distort the intended message.
Finally, communicative appropriateness determines whether the linguistic means correspond to the purpose, audience, and circumstances of communication. An academic report requires precision and an objective style, whereas an informal conversation may permit shorter, less formally organised utterances.
3. Specific Features of Using Coherent Speech. The use of coherent speech depends on the communicative purpose, the content of the message, and the characteristics of the audience. Speakers and writers must select appropriate linguistic means and organise information in accordance with the requirements of a particular situation. One important feature is the consistent development of the topic. Before producing an extended utterance, the speaker should understand its central idea and determine how individual statements will contribute to its development. Every sentence should have a clear function within the overall structure. Another important feature is the appropriate organisation of information. Events may be presented chronologically, objects may be described according to their spatial arrangement, and arguments may be developed from a thesis to supporting evidence and a conclusion. The choice of organisational pattern depends on the type of speech and the communicative intention.
Accuracy in word usage is equally significant. Each lexical unit should correspond to the intended meaning. Inaccurate word choice may create ambiguity, weaken an argument, or lead to misunderstanding.
The speaker or writer must also ensure grammatical consistency. Correct word forms, agreement, government, appropriate sentence structures, and consistent use of tense and aspect contribute to the clarity and unity of the utterance. Grammatical relationships should accurately reflect the semantic relationships between the events and ideas being communicated.
Furthermore, coherent speech requires the appropriate use of connective devices. Expressions such as firstly, subsequently, however, therefore, in addition, and finally help indicate the relationships between statements. However, these expressions should not be used mechanically: the connection between sentences must be meaningful rather than merely formal.
An additional requirement is the ability to adapt speech to the communicative situation. In spontaneous conversation, speakers may rely on shared knowledge and the immediate context. In an academic presentation or written report, information usually needs to be expressed more explicitly and organised more carefully.
4. Linguistic Means of Cohesion. Textual cohesion is achieved through the interaction of lexical, grammatical, and syntactic devices. The effective use of these means enables speakers and writers to connect individual sentences into a unified text.
4.1. Lexical cohesion. Lexical cohesion is established through the repetition of key words, the use of synonyms, related words, words with the same root, and vocabulary belonging to a common semantic field.
For example: 
“A new library was opened at the university. The library is equipped with modern facilities and provides students with access to a wide range of academic resources.”
The repeated noun library maintains the topic, while the expressions students, academic resources, and modern facilities develop the description of the institution.
Lexical repetition should be used appropriately. Excessive repetition may make a text monotonous, whereas the complete avoidance of repeated key terms may weaken its clarity.
4.2. Pronominal cohesion. Pronominal cohesion involves the use of pronouns to refer to previously mentioned people, objects, or concepts.
For example: 
“Maria prepared a presentation on modern educational technologies. She used several scholarly sources and organised them according to the main aspects of the topic. Her presentation was informative and well structured.”
The pronouns she and her refer to Maria and prevent unnecessary repetition of her name. Pronouns must have clear referents. If it is uncertain which person or object a pronoun denotes, the reader may misunderstand the text.
4.3. Conjunctions and connective expressions. Conjunctions and connective expressions indicate semantic relationships between sentences and clauses. They may express addition, contrast, cause, consequence, condition, or sequence.
Examples include:
· Addition: moreover, furthermore, in addition.
· Contrast: however, nevertheless, on the other hand.
· Cause: because, since, as.
· Consequence: therefore, consequently, as a result.
· Sequence: first, next, subsequently, finally.
For example:
“The student prepared thoroughly for the examination. Therefore, he answered the instructor’s questions confidently.”
The word therefore indicates a consequential relationship between the two statements.
4.4. Introductory and parenthetical expressions. Introductory expressions help organise information, indicate the speaker’s evaluation, or establish relationships between arguments.
Examples include firstly, to begin with, in fact, in particular, according to the author, and in conclusion.
For example:
“First, the researcher identifies the main problem. Next, the relevant literature is examined. Finally, the findings are summarised.”
The expressions first, next, and finally make the sequence of actions explicit.
Such expressions should be selected according to their actual function. For instance, obviously expresses an evaluation of the information rather than simply marking the sequence of ideas.
4.5. Syntactic cohesion. Syntactic cohesion is achieved through the grammatical organisation of sentences and the use of structures that establish relationships between their components.
Parallel constructions, homogeneous sentence elements, compound sentences, and complex sentences can help present related information systematically.
For example:
“Reading develops vocabulary, strengthens memory, and broadens a person’s understanding of the world.”
The parallel structure of the three coordinated verb phrases creates a balanced and coherent presentation of related ideas.
Complex sentences also enable speakers and writers to express relationships of time, cause, condition, concession, and purpose.
5. Types of Speech According to Their Communicative and Structural Organisation. It is important to distinguish between the forms of speech and the types of speech according to their content and organisation.
Dialogue and monologue represent two principal forms of speech interaction. Dialogue involves an exchange of utterances between interlocutors, whereas monologue consists of an extended utterance produced primarily by one speaker.
By contrast, narration, description, and reasoning are commonly distinguished as types of speech according to the way information is presented.
5.1. Narration. Narration presents events or actions in their temporal development. It typically includes an initial situation, a sequence of events, and an outcome. Verbs denoting actions and changes of state frequently play a central role in narrative texts.
For example:
“Yesterday, after classes, the students went to the library. First, they found the necessary textbooks. Then, they divided the materials among themselves and began preparing for the seminar. After two hours, they completed their work and agreed to meet the following day to discuss the results.”
This passage is coherent because the events follow a chronological sequence. The expressions first, then, and after two hours establish temporal relationships, while the pronoun they connects the sentences to the same participants.
5.2. Description. Description presents the characteristics of a person, object, place, phenomenon, or situation. It may be organised according to spatial arrangement, general-to-specific progression, or the significance of individual features.
Descriptive texts frequently employ adjectives, nouns, participles, and constructions indicating location and qualities.
For example:
“The university library occupies a spacious, well-lit building. Its large reading room contains comfortable tables and chairs. Tall bookcases filled with academic literature stand along the walls. Large windows provide natural light and create a pleasant environment for independent study.”
The passage focuses on a single place and presents its characteristics in a consistent order. The pronoun its and the related vocabulary maintain the unity of the description.
5.3. Reasoning. Reasoning develops a proposition or examines a problem through logical argumentation. Its typical structure includes a thesis, supporting arguments, and a conclusion.
For example:
“Reading plays an important role in intellectual development. First, it expands vocabulary and improves the ability to express ideas precisely. Second, it encourages analytical thinking by requiring readers to interpret information and establish relationships between ideas. Moreover, literary works introduce readers to different perspectives and experiences. Therefore, regular reading contributes to intellectual growth and the development of communicative competence.”
The opening sentence expresses the thesis. The subsequent sentences provide arguments, while the word therefore introduces the conclusion.
Narration, description, and reasoning may occur together within a single text.                          A narrative may include descriptive passages, while reasoning may incorporate examples or brief accounts of events to support an argument.
6. Coherent Speech in Oral and Written Communication. Coherent speech is realised in both oral and written forms. Although both forms require semantic integrity and logical organisation, they differ in their conditions of production and the means available to the speaker or writer.
Oral coherent speech is produced in the presence of an audience or interlocutor and often involves immediate interaction. Intonation, pauses, logical stress, facial expressions, and gestures can contribute to the interpretation of the message. Speakers may clarify their statements, reformulate ideas, or respond to questions as communication develops. For example, during a classroom discussion, a student may explain a concept, respond to the teacher’s question, and provide an additional example. The coherence of the exchange is maintained through the relationship between the successive utterances.
Written coherent speech generally allows more time for planning, organisation, and revision. Since the writer cannot ordinarily rely on immediate feedback from the reader, the content must be presented with sufficient clarity and completeness. Paragraphing, punctuation, headings, and the logical arrangement of sentences and paragraphs play an important role in written communication. Writers should also check whether pronouns have clear referents, whether connective expressions accurately indicate relationships between ideas, and whether the text fulfils its communicative purpose.
For example, an academic report should introduce its subject, develop the main points in a logical order, support its claims with relevant evidence, and provide an appropriate conclusion.
Thus, effective oral and written communication requires the ability to adapt the organisation of speech to the communicative situation while preserving semantic unity and logical continuity.
7. Methods and Conditions for Developing Coherent Speech. The development of coherent speech is an important objective of language education.                    It involves teaching learners to identify the topic and main idea of a text, organise information, establish logical relationships, select appropriate linguistic means, and evaluate the effectiveness of their own utterances.
One effective method is retelling. Learners reproduce the content of a text in their own words while preserving its principal ideas and logical sequence. Retelling develops comprehension, memory, vocabulary, and the ability to construct connected utterances. 
Another method is summarising. Students identify the most important information, distinguish essential ideas from secondary details, and present the content concisely. This activity develops the ability to organise information and express it accurately. 
Composition writing encourages learners to produce independent texts based on a particular topic or communicative purpose. Depending on the task, students may write narratives, descriptions, or reasoned arguments. 
Oral presentations and reports develop the ability to plan an extended monologue, organise information into sections, provide supporting examples,                    and communicate ideas to an audience.
Discussion and dialogue-based activities develop the ability to respond appropriately to others, formulate questions, clarify information, and maintain                   the continuity of a conversation.
Text analysis and editing help learners identify violations of coherence                 and cohesion. Students may be asked to arrange sentences in the correct order, replace unclear pronouns, remove irrelevant information, select appropriate connective expressions, or revise a text containing unnecessary repetition.
The systematic development of coherent speech also requires self-monitoring and reflection. Learners should assess whether their utterances have a clear topic, whether the ideas are presented logically, whether the selected words express the intended meaning, and whether the text meets the requirements of the task.
The teacher plays an important role in this process by providing clear criteria, demonstrating effective examples, giving constructive feedback, and gradually increasing the complexity of speech tasks.
Consequently, coherent speech develops most effectively through regular practice involving both receptive activities, such as listening to and analysing texts, and productive activities, such as speaking, writing, retelling, and editing.
8. Examples of Coherent Utterances. The following examples illustrate the practical application of the principal principles of coherent speech.
8.1. Narrative coherent speech
“Yesterday, after classes, the students went to the library. First, they found the necessary textbooks; then, they divided the materials among themselves. After that, each student began working with the selected literature. Two hours later, they completed their preparation and agreed to meet the following day to discuss the results.”
The passage presents events in chronological order. Temporal expressions establish the sequence, while the pronoun they and the repetition of thematically related vocabulary maintain continuity.
8.2. Descriptive coherent speech
“Our university library is located in a spacious, well-lit building. Its main reading room contains comfortable tables and chairs. Tall bookcases filled with academic literature stand along the walls. Large windows provide natural light, while the quiet atmosphere allows students to concentrate on their work.”
The sentences describe the same place and develop the topic by presenting its physical characteristics and atmosphere. The pronoun its and the related vocabulary contribute to cohesion.
8.3. Reasoned coherent speech
“Preparing a report requires careful planning. First, students need to identify the topic and formulate the main idea. Next, they should select reliable sources and organise the information into meaningful sections. After drafting the report, they need to check its structure, accuracy, and linguistic correctness. Therefore, a systematic approach to preparation improves the quality and coherence of academic writing.”
The first sentence introduces the central proposition. The subsequent sentences explain the process, and the final sentence formulates a conclusion.
8.4. Coherent dialogue
– Have you prepared for tomorrow’s seminar?
– Yes. I have read the recommended literature and prepared an outline of my presentation.
– Which sources did you use?
– I mainly used a textbook and two  scholarly articles because they provide different perspectives on the topic.
– That sounds useful. I will consult those sources as well.
The dialogue is coherent because each response relates directly to the preceding question or statement. The participants maintain a common topic and develop it through successive contributions.
8.5. An example of insufficient coherence
“Yesterday, it was raining. I enjoy reading books. The university is not far from my home. A seminar will take place tomorrow. Trees grow along the street.”
Although the sentences are grammatically correct, they are not organised around a common topic and do not establish clear logical relationships. Consequently, the passage lacks the semantic unity expected of a coherent text.
A more coherent version would be:
“Yesterday, after classes, I decided to spend some time in the university library. It was raining heavily, so I did not want to go home immediately. I selected an interesting book and spent several hours reading. When the rain stopped,                             I returned home.”
In the revised passage, all the sentences contribute to the development of                   a single situation. The conjunction so indicates a consequential relationship, while when establishes the temporal connection between events.
8.6. An example of lexical and pronominal cohesion
“The students visited a museum devoted to the history of the city. During the excursion, they learned about important historical events and examined several valuable exhibits. This experience helped them understand the city’s past more clearly.”
The expressions museum, excursion, historical events, and exhibits belong to a related semantic field. The pronouns they and them refer to the students, while the phrase this experience summarises the activity described in the preceding sentence.
This example demonstrates how lexical relationships and pronouns contribute to textual cohesion without requiring the repeated use of the same noun in every sentence.
9. The Practical Significance of Coherent Speech. Coherent speech is essential in educational, academic, professional, and everyday communication. Students use it when answering questions, participating in discussions, preparing reports, writing essays, explaining linguistic phenomena, and presenting the results of independent research.
The ability to construct coherent utterances enables learners to demonstrate their knowledge, substantiate their opinions, explain complex concepts, and communicate effectively with different audiences.
In language education, particular attention should be paid to the following requirements:
· formulate a clear topic and communicative purpose;
· maintain semantic integrity and logical sequence;
· organise information in accordance with the type of speech;
· use lexical, grammatical, and syntactic means of cohesion appropriately;
· select words and expressions that correspond to the intended meaning;
· avoid irrelevant information and unjustified repetition;
· revise the utterance to improve clarity and correctness;
· consider the audience and the conditions of communication.
These requirements are interrelated. The presence of connective words alone does not guarantee coherence: sentences must also be logically related and contribute to the development of a common idea. Similarly, grammatically correct sentences do not automatically constitute a coherent text unless they form a meaningful whole.
In conclusion, the development of coherent speech is a complex process involving linguistic knowledge, logical thinking, communicative awareness, and the ability to organise information effectively. Its principal characteristics include semantic integrity, logical sequence, structural organisation, accuracy, clarity, and appropriate cohesion.
The systematic development of coherent speech should therefore occupy an important place in language education. Through retelling, composition writing, discussion, presentation, text analysis, and revision, learners acquire the ability to express their thoughts clearly, consistently, and independently. These skills form an essential foundation for academic achievement, professional communication, and the development of overall speech culture.

CONTROL QUESTIONS

1. What is coherent speech, and what are its principal characteristics?
2. What is the difference between cohesion and coherence?
3. What linguistic means are used to connect sentences within a text?
4. What are the differences between narration, description, and reasoning?
5. How do oral and written coherent speech differ?
6. What methods can be used to develop learners’ coherent speech skills?
7. How do lexical, pronominal, and syntactic devices contribute to textual cohesion?
8. Why is the development of coherent speech important for academic and professional communication?
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